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Goals of the Interim Management Plan 
OVERVIEW:  

The Pownal Selectboard has partnered with the Vermont Land Trust (VLT) and the Vermont Housing & 

Conservation Board (VHCB) to purchase a parcel of land from the Boyce family that will be converted 

from private ownership to a public town forest.  The addition of these 300 acres to our existing 700+ acre 

town forest, which runs adjacent, will provide numerous recreational opportunities that appeal to a 

broad range of individual and group users.  The goal in drafting this interim plan is to allow time for an 

in-depth planning process over the upcoming year that will explore a wide range of management options 

and community priorities. This interim management plan will be derived from and reference the 

outdated Woodland Management Plan prepared by Land Works for the Town of Pownal in 2004.  The full 

Town Forest Management Plan is expected to be completed by professionals and will be the product of 

considerable effort to gauge public opinion, study the land’s natural and social history and carefully 

balance the town’s expressed interests in conservation, recreation, education, agriculture and forestry.   

Preparing for management of the Boyce parcel by the town involves discovering and engaging with 

current activities on the land.  This Interim Management Plan (IMP) for the Pownal Town Forest property 

(PTF), outlines the known activities and processes that are of ongoing concern and interest to the town, 

and provides a set of interim allowances and restrictions to be in effect during the short period of time 

between purchase of the land and implementation of the full management plan.  These allowed 

activities and restrictions are intended to provide necessary time for development of an effective full 

management plan. For the sake of planning consistency, the approved Management Plan required by 

both the 2004 and 2023 easements will be considered as one. That is, the IMP will cover both the 700+ 

acre town forest and the 300+ acre addition and the eventual Management Plan will all 1,000+ acres as a 

single unit. Ragged boundary lines separating the two parcels and compatible easement terms make 

unified management desirable. 

This and subsequent plans are intended to communicate upcoming management activities to partner 

organizations, including the Vermont Land Trust and the Vermont Housing & Conservation Board who 

will co-hold a Conservation Easement on the property, and to allow for their prior consideration and pre-

approval where possible.  Town Forest management plans also provide guidance to contractors and 

volunteers who will conduct on-the-ground management activities, in accordance with the restrictions in 

the conservation easement.  The local Regional Planning Commission will also be in the development of 

the full Management Plan.  The final conservation easement and map will be included as Appendix A of 

this document at the time of closing. 

FULL PLAN DEVELOPMENT 

The Town of Pownal has received VOREC Grant funding to increase and enhance recreational activities 

offered throughout town. This funding will be used to purchase a guaranteed access way to the town 

owned forest, as well as provide trail maintenance, and sustainable forest management plans.   As part 

of the VOREC grant funding the town has $15,000 budgeted to contract with a local vendor or utilize 

Williams College Programming to develop a full management report.  The full management report is 

expected to be developed within one year of receiving VOREC grant funds, and no later than 2025. 
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TIMEFRAME 

The IMP is to remain in effect only while the full management plan is in development.  At least a year 

process is expected, with a firm goal of no later than December 2025.  This IMP will be fully replaced by 

the finalized Town Forest Management Plan.   

Background Information and General Description of Property 
The 300 acre property the town plans to purchase and conserve connects two large parcels of town 

owned land.  The 2004 Woodland Management Plan provides a detailed description of these two 

previously-conserved, large forest parcels and clearly describes the properties abutting this upcoming 

purchase.  The following description is taken from the outdated Woodland Management Plan, which was 

completed by LandWorks in 2004, with some updated information such as parcel owner changes. 

The Protected Property consists of approximately 1000+ acres of steeply sloping land on the eastern 

flank of the Taconic Ridge. It is adjacent to a series of public lands and/or conserved properties that 

stretch in an almost unbroken chain through the Taconic Range from North Pownal, Vermont to 

Stephentown, New York. The Taconic Range is a nearly uninterrupted wilderness that has many values, 

including a significant biological, scenic, and timber resource. This range is well known for its 

tremendous views and recreational opportunities like hiking, hunting, and nature observation. The top 

of the ridge, located in New York, is crossed by the Taconic Crest Trail. 

The publicly accessible Taconic Crest Trail traverses the Taconic Ridge over these public lands, conserved 

properties and private properties. The trail is a major attraction for outdoor recreational enthusiasts in 

the area, running 30 miles from North Pownal, Vermont, to Pittsfield, Massachusetts, jumping between 

the States of New York, Vermont, and Massachusetts in its winding path along the scenic Taconic 

ridgeline. 

The Protected Property consists of three contiguous tracts of land (see Location Map attached). Two 

streams bisect the Protected Property, one that flows through Reservoir Hollow, and the second that 

flows through Halifax Hollow, and both streams flow easterly into the Hoosic River. Reservoir Hollow 

contains the old reservoir, which historically provided water for part of the Town of North Pownal. The 

northeastern portion of the Protected Property borders the Hoosic River for approximately 2,000 feet. 

The Protected Property rises steeply in elevation in a westerly direction up the eastern flank of the 

Taconic Range to a height of land at approximately 1,540 feet. 

The main public access route to the northern portion of the Protected Property was lost by a mass 

failure along the Hoosic River in 2011. 

Access to the southern portion of the 2002 Protected Property from the west is provided by the Taconic 

Crest Trail. The Taconic Crest Trail can be accessed by a New York Department of Environmental 

Conservation trailhead and parking area on Route 346, and off of Prosser Hollow Road and Lewis Hollow 

Road in Petersburgh, New York.  

Access to the southern portion of the Protected Property will also be provided by way of a well-

established forest road (referred to as "south woods road") off Dean Road that crosses a private property 

and runs southwesterly along a stream. A Warranty Deed providing right-of-way to lands "now or 

formerly owned by the North Pownal Manufacturing Company" is recorded in Book 74, page 40 of the 
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Pownal Land Records, which includes the south woods road. Because this access is currently blocked by 

an active gravel pit, and because it only confers access for timber harvest to the 300-acre parcel, the 

Town of Pownal is acquiring an approximately 4-acre strip of land from Sean O’Donovan for public access 

and future forest management activities. This strip will be part of the Protected Property added in 2023.  

The south woods road is the access to the Pownal Fish & Game (F&G) hunting campsite (cabin) on the 

mid-portion of the Protected Property.  Access to the F&G cabin via Dean Road/south woods road is 

through the property currently owned by Sean O’Donovan.  

The entire Protected Property is wooded and supports a mixed hardwood forest and excellent habitat for 

a variety of wildlife. It is home to deer and bear, and signs of moose have been spotted. Red-spotted 

newts were also seen. The dominant tree species are red oak, sugar maple, yellow birch, white ash, red 

maple and beech. Red oak dominates in the areas of the Protected Property with dry soils and south-

facing slopes. There are occurrences of Dry Oak Forests and Dry Oak-Hickory-Hophornbeam Forest, 

uncommon natural communities in Vermont, along with documented habitat for mountain laurel 

(Kalmia latifolia) and pignut hickory (Carya glabra), both uncommon plant species in Vermont. On the 

north-facing slopes with more productive deeper soil, beech, birch and maple dominate. A few areas 

along the Taconic Mountain ridge top and extremely steep slopes are dominated by hemlock. The 

Vermont Nongame & Natural Heritage database includes documented occurrences of Dry Oak Forest 

and Dry Oak-Hickory-Hophornbeam Forest, both S3 (uncommon) natural communities in Vermont; as 

well as occurrences of Mountain-laurel (Kalmia latifolia) (S3: uncommon) identified in 1995, 2008, and 

2016; and Pignut hickory (Carya glabra) (S2: rare) identified in 2018. In addition, the Vermont 

Conservation Design (2015), a landscape-level conservation prioritization from Vermont Land Trust and 

the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, places the property in a 3,887-acre unfragmented forest block 

that is considered a ‘Highest Priority Interior Forest Block’ and a ‘Highest Priority Connectivity Block’. 

Vermont Conservation Design considers the streams on this property to be ‘Highest Priority Surface 

Waters and Riparian Areas’ providing ‘Riparian Wildlife Connectivity’. All of these features provide critical 

ecological function on a statewide level. The 2002 Protected Property was logged in 1970 and again in 

1987, prior to the closing of the Pownal Tannery. Likewise, the 2023 addition was partially logged in 2021 

and 2022. The Forest Management section of this plan provides greater detail about the woodlands, 

habitats, soils and woodland values. 

 

The soils on the Protected Property consist predominantly of the Macomber and Taconic soils (42E, 43D, 
46E) with 25% to 60% slopes. The soils in the steep places pose limitations for woodlot management and 
productivity given the erosion hazard, equipment limitation and wind throw hazard.  Bedrock present on 
the property is phyllite-limestone of the Bull formation and Nassau formation. 
 

The Town retains the right to construct necessary infrastructures and utilities associated with a municipal 

water source for the Town (Town Municipal Water Facility) in the Reservoir Hollow area. There is also an 

approximately 17-acre future parcel, which the Town may subdivide from the Protected Property and 

VLT may release or partially release from the Easement for the purpose of establishing and maintaining a 

sand and gravel extraction operation for municipal use only (Extraction Area). Subdivision of this right, 

along with extraction of sand and gravel, requires prior written approval by Vermont Land Trust.  
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The Protected Property is presently used by the general public for recreational purposes such as hunting, 

fishing, hiking, biking, cross-country skiing and horseback riding. There is an extensive network of 

interior logging roads and informal, unmarked trails throughout the Protected Property. 

All activities on the Protected Property are now subject to the terms and conditions of the two Grant of 

Development Rights, Conservation Restrictions and Public Access Easements with the Vermont Land 

Trust and Vermont Housing and Conservation Board. Unfortunately, some terms and conditions of the 

2002 easement differ from the 2023 easement, meaning certain uses may be permissible in some 

portions of the 1,000 acres but not in others. An example of this is future structures: in the 2002 

easement they are very specifically prescribed whereas in the 2023 easement they are described as 

those “necessary to support the uses permitted by this Grant (including modest structures to support 

public outdoor recreation and/or public outdoor education)” provided that the structures are consistent 

with the Purposes of this Grant and the approved Management Plan. For this reason, all future activity 

throughout the 1,000+ acre town forest will be outlined in the IMP and future Management Plan so that 

improvements can be located in permissible areas If there is any question to an inconsistency between 

the easements and the Woodland Management Plan the terms and conditions outlined in the 

easements supersede recommendations outlined in the plan. 

Town Forest Objectives and Management 

Recreation Management 

1. Public Access 
Public access onto the Protected Property Will be developed and maintained by the Town from the end 

of Dean Road. Following the 2023 purchase, the Town will use VOREC funds to have a year-round parking 

area, trailhead, and log road built to serve the properties. If for some reason this is not possible, 

pedestrian trail will be developed over the eastern edge of the O’Donovan property. A gate restricting 

recreational vehicle access and a trail map kiosk are contemplated for the parking area. 

Goal: To provide safe, convenient and legal access points into the Protected Property so that a 

variety of users may enjoy the recreational and environmental benefits. 

 

2.  Uses 
NON-MOTORIZED USE 
Camping  
Short-term, recreational, “no trace” camping will be allowed anywhere in the Protected Property, except 
within 200 feet of a river, stream or trail or as otherwise posted. The town will direct users not to camp 
in the ecological protection zones. 

Goal: To identify and provide areas appropriate for camping and to ensure that camping 
activities do not compromise the integrity of the forest. 

 
Picnicking 
Picnicking shall be allowed anywhere on the Protected Property, unless otherwise posted. 

Goal: To identify and provide appropriate locations for picnicking that are free of health or safety 
hazards. Picnic areas and their associated facilities should be accessible to, and useable by 
individuals with a disability. 

Hunting 



7 
 

Hunting has been an historic use in this area and will continue to be allowed on the Protected Property, 
unless otherwise posted, in accordance with the current Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Hunting Regulations. 

Goal: To allow hunting on the Protected Property, while maintaining the safety of other visitors. 
 
Fishing 
Fishing shall be allowed along all watercourses within the Protected Property, unless otherwise posted, 
in accordance with Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife Fishing Regulations. 

Goal: To provide safe and convenient access for fishing and related activities. Educate users 
about water safety and water quality guidelines. Ensure that natural resource values of the river 
are fully protected including scenic river frontage. 

 
Hiking 
Hiking shall be allowed in the Protected Property on designated trails, unless otherwise posted.  Trail 
maps should be developed as part of the 2024 Management Plan Process.  Hikers shall be informed and 
cautious of other users on the trails to avoid potential hazards and conflicts. 

Goal: To ensure a safe and enjoyable environment for hikers in the Protected Property by 
providing a variety of designated trails for all ages, levels and abilities. 

 
Mountain biking 
Mountain biking shall be allowed in the Protected Property on designated trails, unless otherwise 
posted.  Those trails not permitting mountain bikes will be posted as closed to that activity. Bikers shall 
be informed and cautious of other users on the trails to prevent potential hazards and conflicts and shall 
be educated on how to avoid unnecessary environmental damage. 

Goal: To provide mountain biking trails on the Protected Property and educate bikers to respect 
other trail users to prevent potential hazards and conflicts. 

 
Horseback riding 
Horseback riding shall be allowed in the Protected Property on designated trails, unless otherwise 
posted. Those trails not permitting horseback riding will be posted as closed to that activity. 

Goal: To designate and provide horseback riding trails on the Protected Property and educate 
equestrians about potential hazards and conflicts with other trail users. 

 
Canoeing/kayaking/rafting 
In 2004, the State Health Department did not encourage the town to promote access to the Hoosic River 
due to PCB problems. However, the town revisit this issue while developing the full management plan. If 
the state recommendations remain the same as they were in 2004, we will allow river advocacy groups 
to establish a river access portage for canoeing, kayaking, and rafting on the 2,000 feet of river frontage 
after warning signs are posted. 

Goal: To promote safe use of the Hoosic River for canoeing, kayaking and rafting, and to educate 
users about potential PCB dangers. 
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Cross-country skiing/snowshoeing 
Cross-country skiing/snowshoeing shall be allowed in the Protected Property on designated trails, unless 
otherwise posted. 

Goal: To provide cross-country skiing/snowshoeing trails on the Protected Property and educate 
skiers/snowshoers about potential hazards and conflicts with other trail users. 

 
Birding/nature observation 
Birding/nature observation shall be allowed in all locations throughout the Protected Property. The best 
locations for these activities depend on the habitat requirements of the species involved. Generally, a 
quiet environment is ideal for nature observation. 

Goal: To identify and mark habitat areas that are ideal for birding/nature observation and to 
maintain and improve these habitats.  

 
MOTORIZED USE 
All-terrain vehicle (ATV) riding 
ATV use will be allowed only on a limited basis on the Protected Property. Access to the Fish and Game 
Club cabin, access to a scenic overlook for the enjoyment of disabled persons, and use of a "through 
corridor" on a designated route between adjacent lands will all be allowed via ATV, but recreational ATV 
use will not be allowed anywhere else on the Protected Property.  ATV use will not be allowed during 
winter months (December through April 15th or dependent on weather). At no time shall an ATV be 
allowed in the Reservoir Hollow area. A person shall not operate an ATV unless registered by the state of 
Vermont or other state or province. A user must also belong to Vermont ATV Sportsman’s Association 
(VASA) and/or a local club. If resource damage becomes apparent, such as erosion, water-bar 
destruction, rutting of topsoil or ripping of tree roots, etc., the Holders may further restrict motorized 
use of the property. Additional motorized uses may be permitted by the Holders, in their sole discretion, 
if detailed and approved in the future Management Plan. Non-recreational uses of motor vehicles by the 
Town of Pownal, including ATVs, for uses consistent with the Purposes of this Grant, such as agriculture, 
wildlife and forest management, education, trail grooming, maintenance, and for safety or emergency 
purposes, are permitted. 
 
Snowmobiling 
Snowmobile use will be allowed on a limited basis on the Protected Property on trails designated for 
motorized use.  At no time shall a snowmobile be allowed in the Reservoir Hollow area. Snowmobile use 
is only allowed during the winter months, beginning the first day after the official close of deer hunting 
season, and ending on April 15th or dependent on weather conditions. A person shall not operate a 
snowmobile unless registered and numbered by the state of Vermont or other state or province and 
displays a valid Vermont trails maintenance assessment decal adjacent to the registration decal on the 
left side of the snowmobile. A user must also belong to Vermont Association of Snow Travelers (VAST) 
and/or a local club. 
 

Goal (for both ATV and snowmobile use): To provide three ATV/snowmobile trails that: 1) access 
the Fish and Game Club camp, 2) access a scenic overlook for the enjoyment of disabled 
persons. Work with VLT to further examine motorized uses in future management plans. 
 

3.  Recreational Use Impacts 
 
Pets and Horses 
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Pets and horses pose significant threats to forest ecosystems, wildlife, and the visitor experience.  In 
many cases when pets are off-leash, they pose a threat to wildlife and excrement is left behind. There is 
also potential that vegetation and recreational users are disturbed. In addition, horse dung can introduce 
invasive, exotic plants to the natural woodland ecosystem. These plants, if allowed to thrive, can radically 
alter and seriously degrade the natural ecosystem. Visitors will be encouraged  to leave pets at home.  If 
pets or horses are brought into the Protected Property, owners will keep them under control at all times 
and will remove or bury their waste. 

Goal: To educate pet owners and horseback riders about the impacts of pets and horses on 
wildlife, forest ecosystems and the visitor experience and to inform them about guidelines. 
Neighbor/Property Owner Concerns 
 

Abutters  
People who own land adjacent to public land are an important group to consider. Common landowner 
concerns include: liability, crime and safety issues, property taxes and property values, private property 
rights, maintenance, and privacy. Often, when given a chance to participate in the process, potential 
opponents are willing to work toward solutions. 

Goal: To educate and involve adjacent property owners throughout the management process to 
alleviate possible concerns. 

 
Campfires 
Some visitors believe that campfires enhance the recreation experience. However, campfires pose 
significant impacts and risks that require intensive management. The most notable risk associated with 
campfires is the potential of a runaway fire, especially during droughts or low rain seasons. There are 
also aesthetic impacts related to campfires that include cutting of vegetation, trampled, bare forest 
floors, fire scars, and renegade fire pits often filled with garbage. Thus, visitors will be prepared to cook 
on cookstoves.  Fires will only be allowed in designated campsites or in fire pits provided by the Town. 
Open campfires in undesignated sites in the Protected Property will only be allowed with a permit 
obtained through the Town and with an understanding of and strict adherence to carry in/carry out 
ethic. A campfire permit system will better monitor fire use within the forest and locate the responsible 
party if a campfire becomes a wildfire. Those who abandon campfires, or those who do not attend to 
them properly, shall be liable for firefighting expenses. The permits are free and will help to reduce the 
number of human caused fires. 

Goal: To designate safe locations for campfires, construct fire pits and educate users about the 
risks of fires. Wildlife, Habitat and Vegetation 
 

Wildlife 
Recreational use can impact sensitive wildlife species, habitat areas and vegetation. The Protected 
Property contains several significant wildlife resources including a rare dry oak-hickory-hophornbeam 
community, and several rare plant species . Additionally, the east and west sides of the Hoosic River are 
home to a floodplain forest, and the Protected Property is home to deer and bear. Signs of moose and 
red-spotted newts were also seen. Recognizing that wildlife shift and move, the dynamic nature of 
wildlife may bring species to the property at any time and should be considered. 

Goal: To preserve the integrity and quality of wildlife habitat by ensuring that recreational use, 
including travel to and from the property, will not adversely impact wildlife. Educate users to be 
sensitive to wildlife values within and adjacent to the Protected Property. 

 
Archaeological and Cultural Resources 
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In the Vermont Rivers Study, prepared by the Vermont Department of Conservation, the Hoosic River is 
identified as an area of known archaeological sensitivity, which means that due to the combination of 
conditions (slope, distance to water, exposure), there is a strong likelihood that archaeological sites exist, 
and in some cases, historic remains have been found. With its close proximity to the Hoosic River, there 
is a likelihood that cultural artifacts exist on the Protected Property and recreational users may 
unknowingly move, collect or damage items of archaeological and cultural importance. These artifacts 
are the sole source of information accounting for the longest period of human history and serve as a link 
to our near and far distant past. Accordingly, these resources need to be considered in the management 
of the Protected Property. 

Goal: To ensure that recreational use, including travel to and from the property, will not 
adversely impact archaeological and cultural resources. Educate users to be sensitive to cultural 
values within and adjacent to the Protected Property. 
 

4.  Recreational Development/Infrastructure 
 
Creation, administration and maintenance of infrastructure are fundamental to providing a safe, clean 
and enjoyable recreation environment. Currently, the only physical improvement to the Protected 
Property is the existing seasonal camp owned by the Fish and Game Club, which shall be allowed to 
maintain, repair and replace the cabin consistent with the requirements of Section IV 12 of the First 
Amendment of Grant of Development Rights, Conservation Restrictions, and Public Access Easement 
(Amended Easement). The public shall be allowed to use the Fish and Game camp regularly and the 
camp shall be available for public use at all times except for two weeks each in "bow season" and "rifle 
season" of deer hunting season each year. 
 
The only proposed improvements prior to the implementation of this plan are the withdrawal of water 
from the Reservoir Hollow area and the construction of the Town Municipal Water Facility as further 
described under Section IV 13 of the Grant of Development Rights, Conservation Restrictions and Public 
Access Easement. Prior to the commencement of any construction activities relating the Town Municipal 
Water Facility, the Town will provide construction plans for the Facility to VLT and VHCB for comment and 
approval. The Town will also apply for and obtain any necessary local and state land use permits for the 
Town Municipal Water Facility including, without limitation, a Public Water System Operating Permit and 
Act 250 Permit. 

Goal: To provide recreation infrastructure, facilities, signs and settings that meet quality 
standards to enhance visitor experience and protect natural and cultural resources consistent 
with the requirements of the Easement and Amended Easement. 
Management/Outreach Programs 

 
Partnerships, Collaboration & Volunteerism 
The Protected Property was conserved thanks to the shared vision of Town officials, Pownal residents, 
state and non-profit agencies, local groups and many others. It will be essential to ensure that this vision 
is maintained through consistent participation and ongoing management of the plan. The public should 
be involved in planning decisions for the Protected Property, and a sense of community volunteerism 
should be established to ensure ongoing support and adherence to published guidelines, and to further 
the goals of this plan. 

Goal: To maintain partnerships with local residents, state and non-profit agencies, local groups, 
clubs and other organizations and stakeholders to ensure ongoing support and management of 
this plan, and to help the Protected Property to grow and improve. 
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Visitor Education 
In order to offer a variety of recreational activities while at the same time maintain the integrity of the 
natural environment of the Protected Property, it will be important to provide users with the necessary 
information about low impact techniques, forest stewardship, volunteerism, and use guidelines before 
they enter the Property. Education efforts should be implemented to reach the many current and 
potential users of the Property with information about responsible, low impact use prior to visiting the 
Property. In addition, on-site education will ensure that all users of the Protected Property have the 
information needed to become low impact visitors. 

Goal: To provide users with the necessary information about low impact techniques, forest 
stewardship, volunteerism and guidelines before they enter the Property to ensure the 
maintenance preservation and integrity of the natural environment. 

 
Site/Trail Maintenance and Development 
Developing and maintaining the designated use areas, trails and signs, and addressing negative human 
impacts requires substantial time and effort. A new parking area is planned for the Dean Road entrance, 
as well as a trail map kiosk, and gate to restrict unauthorized vehicular use. A plan will be developed 
during the next year for future camping locations, shelters or tent platforms, a possible educational 
pavilion, and trail signage.  Developing a trail map will be an essential piece of the 2024 Management 
Plan Process. 

Goal: To build, promote, maintain, protect and preserve recreational use areas within the 
Protected Property  

 
Resource Promotion 
The Town may use this resource as a promotional tool to encourage individuals, families, businesses, 
non-profits and other organizations to visit Pownal, whereby developing a broader tourist base and 
creating a foundation and network of funding for the future. 

Goal: Develop a solid framework and strategic program for the Protected Property and 
surrounding public lands that will market the area as a destination to key audiences in Vermont 
and the New England region. 

 

Natural Resource Management 
See attached Forest management plans 

• Attachment A – BOYCE Forest Management Plan 

• Attachment B – Tannery Lands Forest Management Plan 

  



12 
 

Administration 

Management & Enforcement 
The Recreation Committee will be responsible for overseeing the goals and recommended actions 
outlined in the plan. A permanent Steering Committee or Advisory Group for the Protected Property 
should be established that will work to implement and maintain the goals of the Woodland Management 
Plan, to act as a liaison between the Town and local and state agencies and the public, to develop a 
responsibility code for Protected Property users, to administer funds, and to continually update the plan 
as environmental, social, political and economic trends change over time. The management presence on 
the Protected Property will be limited to volunteers and stewards who have no responsibility in 
enforcement. Education is the first step in securing compliance with guidelines or regulations. When 
individuals fail to respond to education and the breach of regulations is significant, referral to Town 
representatives, and possibly law enforcement agencies, is appropriate. 

Goal: To manage and implement the goals of this plan through a permanent Steering Committee 
or Advisory Group and to ensure that formal law enforcement action is taken when appropriate. 

 
Recommended Actions: 
1. Develop a permanent Steering Committee or Advisory Group to implement the goals and 
recommended actions stated in this plan. 
2. Develop a prioritized timeline for accomplishing goals and recommended actions outlined in the Plan. 
3. Develop a volunteer or steward monitoring program so that a management and enforcement 
presence will be on the Protected Property when appropriate. 
4. If patterns of depreciative behavior surface, expand education efforts. 
5. Develop coordination with enforcement agencies to respond to unlawful behavior when reported. 
6. Coordinate with Vermont Land Trust staff to develop appropriate responses to easement violations. 
7. Establish plan for enforcement of campfire permits. 
8. Keep detailed "incident reports" of all known violations. 
9. Work with state and federal agencies such as the USDA Forest Service, the Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks and Recreation, the Vermont Forest Stewardship Committee, or the Vermont Land Trust to 
establish a volunteer or stewardship program to help in the ongoing management and monitoring of 
the Protected Property. 
 
Funding 
Funding is a critical component to the successful implementation and ongoing management of the Plan. 
Money will be necessary to develop and maintain trails and other recreational amenities, create and 
post signs, educate users, promote the resource, and, in general, to implement the goals and strategies 
outlined in this plan. 

Goal: To explore, develop, apply and administer an integrated funding approach that employs a 
number of strategies to obtain funds for the implementation of the goals and strategies outlined 
in the plan. 

 
Recommended Strategies: 
1. Explore, develop, apply and administer funding methods, including but not limited to: 
Admission fee program. Charge visitors a reasonable fee for admission to and use of or activities on the 
Protected Property such as camping or group programs. 
Membership campaigns. Establish a membership and ask visitors or other stakeholders to join. The 
return from this can be significant, but the effort must be repeated every year. 
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Buy-a-Foot-of Trail campaigns. Ask visitors or stakeholders to purchase a foot of a trail. Success depends 
on trail location, trail type, and local popularity of trails. This type of program would work best for 
heavily used or multi-use trails. 
"Change for the Better" Program. Enlist local merchants to donate 25 cents into jar on counter for every 
sale he makes, and ask customers to match it. 
Government programs. Research must be done to determine which government programs (such as 
VOREC) may be available to help with achieving toe town goals on the property. 
2. Set up a funding bank/account in which to deposit and administer contributions, membership funds 
and other money obtained throughout the management process. 
3. Commit to developing a budget for the ongoing management and implementation of the Plan. 
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re 1:eaieil fbrest ci'ops in acc,ortiance u ith nr ininrunr acceptairle siandards tbr forest Inanagemettt. 'l-hesu

inarlaqi:.rrL.r11 statrdards irrcjLrcle fbllou'ins tlre practices outlir'ted in the booklct ',-1tt't:yttthlc.\ffitrr{tment

and suil erosion.

B1 signing belou'- I understand I am siuning nrv lirrest rnanasemert plau and b1 doing so i a-sree li)
lllanage accrlrding to the current approved plan.
(Printed Narlcs. Signatures arrd Dates)
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Apprt-rr ed lirr- LIse \''alue Appraisal br

Countt' Forester Date
4/14/2022
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Property Address and Access Notes:
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Property:  Town of Pownal

Location:  Pownal

8 Bailey Avenue  Montpelier, VT 05602

Locator Map

IFrom the Pownal Town Offices at 511 Center Street in Pownal, VT: travel north on Center Street for 500 feet;
turn left on North Pownal Road for 2.8 miles; bear south on VT Route 346; turn right onto Dean Road; after
crossing the Hoosic River, bear left on Dean Road to the entrance.
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